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EDITORIAL NOTE

In 2015 the Moravian Gallery in Brno acquired a portfolio of conceptual activities of J.H. Kocman
that had started to take shape in the early 1970s, and the acquisition gave rise to this book.

In many aspects, it is rooted in J.H.Kocman’s brochure My Activities 1965—73 prepared by

the artist for his samizdat SP Edition and issued in spring 1974. Apart from an introductory

text by Jiri Valoch and overview of the artists exhibition and publishing activities, J.H.Kocman
presented there, for the first time, a list of his artworks. He divided them into circles that

he then compartmentalized into “activities”. This monograph is based on the same principle,

and the selection and sequence of the pieces have been authorized by J.H.Kocman. The monograph
is exclusively devoted to the 1970s and only contains works that could be reproduced in black and
white. With Jit{ Valoch’s texts, the editors followed the original, Bauhaus-inspired style of writing
in lower-case type, i.e. without the use of capitals. As J.H.Kocman has provided his activities with
English titles since the beginning of his art career, the editors decided not to back-translate them
into Czech and to approach the publication as primarily English; only articles at the end appear
in both languages. In addition, the editors excluded the category of books-objects that J.H.Kocman
started to produce as early as 1970 and that have made up the core of his work to this day.
However, this omission is compensated with a retrospective catalogue of the exhibition J.H.Kocman:

Artists’ Books and Papers, published by Pragues Galerie Rudolfinum in 1997.

Together with Jiri Valoch and Dalibor Chatrny, J.H.Kocman counts among the leading protagonists
of Czech conceptual art whose life and work are closely linked with Brno. Paradoxically,

the conceptual part of Kocman'’s oenvre has been displayed and published abroad more often than

in the Czech Republic; this gap is now filled with the Moravian Gallerys monograph. It is the first
in a newly-established series Edice Jugosldvskd 46a named symbolically after Jifi Valoch’s postal
address that will map the phenomenon of new art after 1945.

Ondrej Chrobdk — Jana Pisaiikovd

V' roce 2015 ziskala Moravskd galerie v Brné do sbirek autorské portfolio konceptudlnich

aktivit |.H. Kocmana, které vznikaly od poldthku sedmé dekddy 20. stoleti. Tato akvizice se stala
impulzem k realizaci predklidané publikace. Vychdzi z brozury J.H.Kocman My Activities
1965-73, kterou autor pripravil pro vlastni samizdatovou edici SP Edition a vydal na jare

1974. Vedle vivodniho textu Jiriho Valocha a rekapitulace vlastni vystavni a publikacni éinnosti
zde poprvé prezentuje soupis svého stavajiciho vytvarného dila. Roztiidil je do okrubii, které pak
kategorizoval jako ,aktivity“. Na tomto principu je koncipovdna i predklidand monografie. Vyjbér
a razeni publikovanyjch praci je autorizovino J.H.Kocmanem. Monografie je zamérena vyhradné
na sedmdesdtd léta a zahrnuje pouze prdce, které lze reprodukovat éernobile. Pri publikovdni
textil Jitiho Valocha jsme se rozhodli zachovat piivodni, Bauhausem inspirovany zpiisob psani
malopisem, tedy nepouzivini verzdlek. J.H.Kocman od poldtku ddval svym aktivitdm vyhradné
anglické ndzvy, proto jsme se rozhodli je expost nepreklddat a publikaci uspordadat jako primdrné
anglickou, pouze delsi texty jsou uvedeny rovnéz v Cestiné. Zcela jsme vyloulili viznamnou oblast
tvorby knih-objektii, jimiz se J.H.Kocman zabyval jiz od roku 1970 a které tvori nosnou linii jeho
prdce dodnes. Tuto cezuru viak kompenzuje retrospektivni katalog vystavy J.H.Kocman: Autorské
knihy a papiry, publikovany prazskou Galerii Rudolfinum u prileZitosti takto koncipované vystavy
v roce 1997,

J-H.Kocman patii spolu s Jitim Valochem a Daliborem Chatrnym ke klicovym protagonistiim
konceptudlniho uméni, jejichz Zivot a dilo jsou sizce propojeny s méstem Brnem. Paradoxné byla
dosud pravé konceptudlni linie jeho dila astéji prezentovdna a publikovdna v zahraniéi nez

v Ceském prostiedi. Moravskd galerie vyddnim predklidané monografie zaplituje tuto faktografickou
mezeru. Publikace vychdzi jako proni svazek nové zalozené edicni tady Edice Jugosldvskd 46a,
nazvané symbolicky podle postovni i faktické adresy Jiviho Valocha, kterd bude pribézné
dokumentovat fenomén nového uméni po roce 1945.

Ondrej Chrobdk — Jana Pisaiikovd



RESERVATION ACTIVITY

Demarcation of aesthetic natural reservation, 1971

Photograph, 24 x 16 cm
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STAMP ACTIVITY
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Stamps on paper, 1970-1972
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DOCUMENTATION ACTIVITY

JHK’s card for documentation of pure experiences, 1971-1974
Print on paper, 10.5x 15cm
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JHK’'S CARD FOR DOCUMENTATION OF PURE EXPERIENCES
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NOT INCLUDED
1970s activities not included in this book

Object activity
Spoons (1970)

Comb (1970)

Artifact archives (1970)

Poem activity

4-code-poems for Amelia (1970)
3M pour Jif{ Valoch (1970)
Material-for-poem-activity (1971)

Touch activity
Touch archives (1971)
Palpatio hepatis (1971)

Ben activity
Book for Ben (1972)

Report activity
Dactyloscopic report (1970)
In blue envelope — blue letter (1976)

Stamp activity
JHK’s Stamp Monograph (1973)

Stamp Activity — first international rubber stamp

anthology (1972)
Sorry, I don’t make stamps anymore (1978)

Documentation activity
JHK’s Monograph (1973)

Dokumentaé¢n{ kartotécni systém A6 (1976)

Ecological activity

JHK’s ecological study (1971)

Ecologocal mapping (1972-73)
Micro/Macro Issue (1972-74)
Supplement-commentary to M. M. 1. (1975)

Entomological activity

Collection of butterflies (1970)
Butterflies-Locations (1975)
Butterfly-Environment Series (1976)

Book object activity
Chromatographic Book (1970)
Non-Chromatographic Book (1970)
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Continuous Dripping Book (1970)
Prepared Book (1970)

Partitura pro J. Kolafe (1970)

Book for Documentation of Pure Experiences (1971)
Dactyloscopic Book for Milan Grygar (1971)
Capillarity Book for Véclav Bostik (1971)
Book for Dalibor Chatrny (1972)

Minimal Book (1972)

Book-Sculpture (1970-73)

Sterile Books-Sterile Gloves (1974)
First-Hand-Sewn Book (1977)
Books-Concepts (1977)

One-End-Paper Book (1977)

Black-Red (1977)

Marbling Experiences of Three Days (1977)
Marbling Books (1977)

In sectione aurea (1978)

Dimension of the Book (1978)

Restorated Books (1978)
Constructed/Reconstructed Books (1978)
Vakért’s Book (1979)

Recovered Books (1979)

Vertical Book (1979)

One Sheet as One Book (1979)
First-Paper-Re-Making Book (1979)
Dispersed Books - Floating Poems (1979)
Ingres-Paper-Re-Making Book (1979)

Paper activity

JHK: O papiru / About Paper Sensibility, 1976
Tea Paper, 1979

Paper as Poetry, 1979

Paper-Re-Making Papers, 1979

One Week, 1979

This monograph does not include books-objects
that J.H.Kocman started to produce as early as
1970 and that have made up the core of his work
to this day. However, this omission is compensated
with a retrospective catalogue of the exhibition
J.H.Kocman: Artists’ Books and Papers, Galerie
Rudolfinum, Prague 1997

V této monografii neni zahrnuta oblast knih-
-objektil, jimiz se J].H.Kocman zabyjvd jiz

od roku 1970 a které tvori nosnou linii jeho
prdce dodnes. Tuto cezuru viak kompenzuje
retrospektivni katalog vystavy J.H.Kocman:
Artists’ Books and Papers, Galerie Rudolfinum,
Praha 1997.
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